TESTIMONY OF STACEY CUMBERBATCH, NEW YORK CITY CENSUS
COORDINATOR, BEFORE THE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES
ON IMMIGRATION AND CIVIL RIGHTS

NOVEMBER 19, 2009

Good afternoon Chairs Seabrook and Stewart and members of the
Committees on Immigration and Civil Rights. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak with you today about efforts underway by the
Mayor’s Office to complement the work of the U.S. Census
Bureau to ensure a full and accurate count of City’s population in
the upcoming decennial census. My name is Stacey Cumberbatch
and I was appointed on April 7" by Mayor Bloomberg to serve as
the City’s 2010 Census Coordinator. Joining me today is Tony
Farthing, Director of the U.S. Census Bureau’s New York
Regional Office, who is responsible for the overseeing the census
operations in New York City.

I will provide an overview of the City’s population, the upcoming
2010 Census, the challenges of conducting a complete count of the
City’s population and what the City is doing to address some of

these challenges.
An Overview of New York City’s Population

As all of us know, the City of New York is the most populous and
ethnically diverse city in the United States with a population of
8.36 mullion people as .of July 2008. = The City Planning
Department’s Population Division projects that, following the 2010
Census, the City’s population will be 8.4 million people.



Currently, over 3 million of New York City’s residents are foreign-
born, about one-fifth (approximately 600,000 people) of whom
‘arrived since 2000. The top 10 foreign-born populations hail from
the Dominican Republic, China, Mexico, Jamaica, Guyana,
Ecuador, Haiti, Trinidad and Tobago, India and Columbia.

New York City has the largest Chinese population of any City
outside of Asia. More people of Caribbean ancestry live in New
York City than any city outside of the Caribbean. Over 2.27
million Hispanics live in New York City, more than any other city
in the United States. Non-Hispanic New Yorkers of African
descent number 1.95 million, more than double the count in any

other U.S. city.

More than 200 languages are spoken here with almost half of all
New Yorkers speaking a language other than English at home.
The top 5 languages spoken are Spanish, Chinese, Russian, Italian

and French Creole.

The 2010 Census

The United States Constitution, Article 1, Section 2, requires that
the total number of people, regardless of citizenship, immigration
or legal status, residing in the United States and its territories be
counted every ten years. The next Census will occur in March

2010,

Census data is used to determine the number of congressional and
State legislative seats that will be allotted to the City, as well as the
size of each of the City’s Council districts.

Following the census in 2000, New York State lost two
congressional seats, going from 31 congressional representatives to
29. It is anticipated that following the 2010 census New York

State could lose two additional seats.



Census data will be used, in part, to determine the amount of
federal funding the City receives each year for the next 10 years
for education, healthcare, job training, transportation and a host of
other programs critical to meeting the needs of New Yorkers.

According to a 2008 Brookings Institution analysis, New York
City received $25 billion in federal funding, based in part, on

census information.

The Census Bureau will mail census forms to approximately 3.5
million households in New York City in March 2010. (See Slide 1

- Sample Census Form).

The census form will be the shortest form in the history of the
census with only ten questions. For the first time, the census form
will also be mailed in Spanish and a language guide will be
included explaining how to obtain the form in 59 other languages.

The form is mailed to “Resident” at a specific address with an
associated bar code used by the Census Bureau to track if the form
is mailed back. The census form will ask questions about each
member in the household: name, how they are related, sex, age,
ethnicity (i.e. whether the person is Hispanic or non-Hispanic),
race, whether the household owns or rents and whether the
household member sometimes resides elsewhere.

The census form does not ask any questions about a person’s
citizenship, immigration or legal status; nor does it ask about

mncome,

The form will be mailed out in mid-March and we are going to
encourage every household to fill it out completely and mail it
back immediately, but no later than “Census Day” which is April

1,2010.



Under federal law, the personal information provided on the census
form is strictly confidential and remains so for 72 years. The
information cannot be shared with anyone, including any federal,
state or city agency. | ‘

The Challenge of a Complete Count in New York City

The City’s diversity has always been its strength. But it also poses
a challenge to making sure that every one is counted in next year’s

Census.

Recognizing the importance of an accurate census count to the
City, Mayor Bloomberg signed Executive Order 127 in April
creating the NYC 2010 Census Office. The Office’s mission is to
work with the U.S. Census Bureau’s New York Regional Office
and lead efforts to engage City agencies, community-based
organizations, businesses, non-profits, leaders of faith-based
organizations, and all sectors to focus particular attention on
outreach to New York’s diverse immigrant communities and
" neighborhoods who have been historically hard-to-count and in the
past have had low participation in the census.

While the City’s population exceeded 8 million people for the first
time in 2000, only 55% of households mailed back a completed
census form, much lower than the average national mail in
response rate of 67%. (See Slide 2 — Citywide mail-in response
Rate to the 2000 Census).

As you can see from the response rate map, there are several
neighborhoods that have a high concentration of census tracts with
mail in response rates to the 2000 census which fell below 40%.

There are a few areas in the City where mail in response rates to
the 2000 census actually got worst from the 1990 census. (See



Slide 3 — Map Detailing Change in Mail in Response Rate from
- 1990-2000)

There are many different reasons why people do not participate in
the census. For example, many immigrants are fearful that their
undocumented status might be disclosed to federal authorities if
they complete the census form. Families living doubled or tripled
up in a one family home may fear that information provided on the
census form will be shared with City agencies such as the
Buildings or Fire Departments. Some people simply do not know
what the census is, the value it provides, and that their participation
in it can bring resources to their community. Others do not
understand that their participation in the census helps the
government to properly enforce federal Civil Rights laws and the

Voting Rights Act.

In a city as large, diverse and dynamic as New York, we have to
mobilize trusted community voices and institutions across the city
to allay fears, reinforce the message that personal information on
the census form is strictly confidential and to explain the concrete
benefits of an accurate count to each community. |

NYC 2010 Census Initiative

The goal of the NYC 2010 Census Office is to ensure a full and
accurate count of all New Yorkers by increasing the number of
City residents, regardless of citizenship or immigration status,
completing the 2010 Census form in March and mailing it back
promptly. Thereafter, our goal is to make sure that household
residents, who did not mail back a census form in time, then
cooperate with census workers who will make field visits to their
homes starting in late April to personally collect information about
the people living in the household.



There are many examples of how the City is aggressively acting to
leverage its own resources and capacity to promote an accurate

count in 2010. We are:

Working with City agencies, such as the City Planning
Department, Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs, the
Mayor’s Community Assistance Unit, the New York City
Housing Authority, the Borough Presidents’ Offices, and
offices of other elected officials to identify hard-to-count
groups and neighborhoods in the city and work overcome
some of the barriers to participation I mentioned earlier;

Using of 311 to receive inquires regarding the 2010 Census
and provide timely updated information as the census
operation rolls out over coming months;

Communicating online via a nyc.gov website dedicated to the
2010 Census translated into 18 languages with a sample
census form, basic information on the census, time-lines,
pertinent web links to other information, as well as maps
showing how the City did in the 2000 Census;

Working with the Department of Education to provide
outreach to parents through the network of Community
Education Councils and to incorporate the “Census in
Schools” curriculum for kids developed by the U.S. Census

Bureau;

Working with the Department of Youth & Community
Development to provide outreach to their extensive network
of contractors who provide services in many of the hard-to-

- count communities in the City;



e Working with the Health and Hospitals Corporation to
provide outreach through their network of eleven public
hospitals and other facilities serving historically hard-to-

count populations; and,

o Work with the New York City Housing Authority and

+ Residents Leaders to target outreach to all people, whether
they are authorized residents on a lease or not, living in
public housing or in apartments paid, in part, by the Section &
program,

Our work is ongoing with many other City agencies to leverage
their existing communications networks to promote the 2010

Census.

We have also developed very strong working relationships with a
number of community based non-profit organizations, including
faith-based organizations such as churches and synagogues,
throughout the City. In June, we worked with the New York
Community Media Alliance, the New York Immigration Coalition
‘and the U.S. Census Bureau’s New York Regional Office to co-
host a briefing on the 2010 Census for ethnic and community
press. This joint effort resulted in many articles appearing in the
ethnic press about the importance of the upcoming census.

Over the past several months, we have also participated in scores
of meetings and events across the City to encourage mass

_participation in the census.

Earlier thisweek, Mayor Bloomberg and Commissioner Tiven of
the New York City Commission for the United Nations, Consular
Corps and Protocol co-hosted a briefing entitled “The Changing
Face of New York City & the 2010 Census” for 110 Consul
Generals. Acknowledging the important role of Consulate Offices
in immigrant communities, we requested that each office serve as a



point of distribution of census brochures and materials,
recommend trusted community leaders and institutions we should
contact to help in this efforts, and we requested that each Consulate
designate a staff person to be their 2010 Census point person to
attend a 2010 Census informational seminar.

We look forward to working with members of the City Council to
promote the 2010 Census and ensure a full and accurate count of
every New Yorker.
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2000 Census Response Rates
New York City Census Tracts
With City Council District Overlay*

Avd. Response Rate
2000: 55%

Response Rate (%)
60.0 or more (517 tracts)

54.0t0 59.9  (517)
46.0t053.9 (523)

40.0t0 459  (293)
B Less than 40.0 (269)

Fewer than 100 housing units

Staten
Island }

* The response rate is calculated by dividing the
number of returns by the total housing units that
were mailed questicnnaires. Returns included
responses submitted on the Infermet, over the
telephone, and on “Be Counted” forms. Rates shown
for cansus tracts wilh at least 100 housing units,
Souree; L8, Census Bureau
Population Division - New York Cily Depariment of Gity Planning



Change in Response Rates, 1990-2000:

New York City Census Tracts with
in 2000*

Low Response Rates

Change in Response Rates (%
10.0 or more (49 tracts)

(146)
(309)
(134)
(224)
(187)

B Ee

3.0t09.9
1-3.0t029
-6.0 to -3.1
-12.0 to -6.1

low -12.0

Avg. Response Rate

1990: 48
2000: 44

Change: -3.

* The respense rate is caleulated by dividing the
number of retums by the total housing units that
ware mailed questionnaires. In 2000, returns include
responses submitted on the Internet, aver the
telephone, and on “Be Counted” forms. Rates shown
for census tracts with 2000 response rates in the
bottom half that kave at least 100 housing units. The
average response rates for 1990 and 2000 are
unweighted.

3%
A%
9%

Staten
Island

Manhattan

points)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
Popufation Division - New York Gity Department of City Planning
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November 19, 2009

My name is Jocelyn McCalla and I am pleased to testify today before this Committee on
behalf of the Haitian-Americans United for Progress (HAUP), which was founded 34 years ago
to help resettle and integrate Haitian asylum-seekers and immigrants in New York City.

HAUP is located in Cambria Heights which is home to the largest Haitian-American enclave
outside of Brooklyn. While HAUP began as a volunteer-based organization focused initially on
responding to the needs of Haitian immigrants and refugees, it has since expanded and offers its
multitude of services to newcomers and citizens alike. We serve annually some 15,000 people
who come to us from Cambria Heights proper as well as from Queens Village, Jamaica,
Springfield Gardens and Laurelton. We provide services to clients in Brooklyn through our
ambulatory programs. Residents of Elmont and Hempstead on Long Island also seek our services
and support, since we are located so close to the border with Nassau County.

Ensuring that New York City's Hard to Count Populations Are Identified
and Encouraged to Participate in the 2010 Census

Mayor Michael Bloomberg issued Executive Order No. 127 five months ago to emphasize
the city’s determination to ensure that the 2010 census reflects more accurately the city’s
population size. It is an open secret that in the past New York City may have lost its fair share of
federal dollars because the census count has regularly failed to reach the hard-to-count
populations in the city. The Census 2000 response rate for New York City was 55 percent, well
below the national average of 67 percent. Given that a lower than average response rate deeply
affects the quality of life in our communities, we wholeheartedly subscribe to plans and
campaigns that aim to get residents of our great city to provide information to the census either
via mail or when the census workers come knocking at their doors.

Everyone who is involved with the census count understands that networking and extensive
cooperation are essential to the success of this effort. The cooperation of our group, the Haitian-
Americans United for Progress (HAUP) is a given. In recent weeks, we have welcomed to our
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offices several Census district leaders to whom we have provided information about the
communities that we serve in Queens and Brooklyn and with whom we have shared outreach
strategies. We believe that the Haitian immigrant communities — which are concentrated in the
Greater Cambria Heights area of Queens and in East Flatbush, and Crown Heights in Brooklyn —
fit the definition of hard-to-count communities, because of language barriers, the level of
misunderstanding that may exist as to where the information collected ends up, and doubts as to
whether it will lead to positive difference in their lives. These obstacles can be overcome when
confidence is built up through trusted institutions like HAUP.

Yet as we all know, trust does not spring eternal. It must be constantly nurtured and gained.
We have gained much experience in doing just that through our 34 years of service delivery to
our communities. It bears emphasizing that in this particular instance, trust is built and gained
through a significant grassroots effort, which may be carried out via a combined volunteer and
paid staff effort. In other words, it takes resources. Yet resources are woefully absent from the
mix. Given the urgency of the hour and the benefits to the City of ensuring a higher than average
census count, we strongly recommend that the City address this issue immediately. HAUP is
prepared to help as much as possible, yet just like many other civic-minded organizations we
have had to tighten our belts because of the recessionary squeeze. Providing resources to
organizations like ours so that we can be involved in the grassroots efforts to get our
communities to come out for the census is an investment that will be well worth it.

On Proposed Resolutions

Both of the resolutions before the Committees — proposed resolution 190-A referring to the
legal residency of prisoners, and the resolution proposed by Council Member Seabrook — make
sense.

Conclusion

We strongly recommend that there be closer consultation and cooperation with community-
based organizations like HAUP which remains on the front line of efforts to ensure the smooth
integration of new Americans of Haitian origin as well as those hailing from other nationalities,
Our role as advocates and facilitators for the community members who seek our services makes
us ideal partners with the city agencies that seek to develop winning strategies and plans. We
know intimately the issues that they face. We can walk them through the system when the
system itself remains unresponsive. If we are unable to do so, our failure is simply due to the
lack of resources on hand. A stronger partnership with HAUP and other agencies like it should
result in a greater capacity to deliver meaningful services to our constituents and empower them
to take a more active part in the City’s well-being. That includes ensuring a high census count in
hard-to-count communities.
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Good afternoon. [ am Susan Lerner, Executive Director of Common Cause/New York. Common
Cause/New York is a nonpartisan citizens’ lobby and a leading force in the battle for honest and
accountable government. Common Cause fights to strengthen public participation and faith in our
institutions of self-government and to ensure that government and political processes serve the
general interest, and not simply the special interests. For more than 30 years, we have worked at both
the state and municipal level to bring about honest, open and accountable government. Consonant
with our overall mission we have consistently worked for election reform advocacy, working to
improve accessibility, accuracy, transparency, and verifiability in our democratic process at the city,
state and national level.

Common Cause’s support for Res 0190-2006 (Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to
amend the Election Law so that prisoners are counted as residents of the county in which they reside
prior to incarceration, rather than as residents of the county in which they are detained), and Res
2261-2009 (a Resolution calling upon the United States Census Bureau to enforce a decennial census
enumeration policy in which incarcerated juveniles and adults are counted in keeping with the “one
person, one vote” principle inherent in the Fourteenth Amendment of the Constitution, to insure that
resources for the general welfare of all citizens are equitably and appropriately distributed.) and the
oversight impetus behind T2009-1757 (Ensuring that New York City’s Hard to Count Populations Are
tdentified and Encouraged to Participate in the 2010 Census), flows directly from our long-standing
work to insure that our elections are accurate and fair, and that our government is open and
accountable.

While the language in Art. [, Sec. 2, Cl.3 can be seen as presenting some, albeit slight, support for
divergent interpretations regarding census requirements, Sec .2 of the Fourteenth Amendment is
straightforward, we believe, and requires that all persons living within the United States be counted in
the census. Because of the number of government determinations which are dependent on the census
count, not simply elective apportionment, an accurate count is essential. We cannot have honest,
open and accountable government if the basis on which our legislatures are apportioned and essential
services, such as public health resources, are allocated on a deliberately inaccurate basis. Accordingly,
we regard all three of these measures as serving the same important goal: a census count that
accurately reflects the population of these United States where people actually make their permanent
home, in order to foster open, honest and accountable government.

Obtaining an accurate count in a city the size and density of New York City presents a tremendous

challenge to the U.S. Census. Accordingly, Common Cause/NY believes that anything that the City can
do to encourage its residents to be counted is worthwhile, leading us to strongly support Executive
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Order 127 of 2009 . We applaud the Committee’s action to hold oversight hearings to determine what
the City is doing to operationalize the laudable goals of the Executive Order.

Common Cause/NY strongly support efforts at all levels of government to insure that those who are
incarcerated are accurately counted at their permanent home of record, and not at the prison where
they temporarily and involuntarily are found. There are too many examples from around the state and
around the country of the way in which counting the incarcerated for census purposes at the location
of their imprisonment distorts any accurate population count and leads to absurd electoral situations
such as the rural town in another state where a City Council district is composed of hundreds of people
on paper — the prison population —but only 2 people who can actually vote in the City Council election.
This story — the city is in lowa, by the way, as reported by the NY Times last year —illustrates an
important point. Insuring an accurate count has important consequences not only for the areas where
the incarcerated make their permanent homes, but for the often rural areas where they serve their
time. The result of failing to count those imprisoned at their place of permanent home is rank
gerrymandering of the most obvious sort, and as you know, we have been vocal opponents of
gerrymandering for decades. We applaud the proponents of these resolutions for identifying the
important long term civil rights consequences of the Census Bureau’s short-sighted policies .For these
reasons, Common Cause/NY has actively supported the bills before the Legislature which would
require reallocation of those incarcerated so that they are counted where they permanently make
their homes and not where they are incarcerated. We believe that Res 0190-2006 considered today, if
passed, would assist the Legislature in evaluating and, we hope, passing, such bills. Common Cause/NY
supports both Resolutions, Res 0190-2006 and Res 2261-2009. We believe that it is important for the
City to make its support known on this important issue and we applaud your actions in conducting this
hearing and fostering further public examination and discussion of this important issue.
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My name is Eric Schneiderman and am the New York State Senator for the 3 1* District and the
Chair of the Senate Codes Committee.

I would like to thank the Chair of the Civil Rights Committee, Councilmember Larry Seabrook
and the other members of the Committee, Councilmembers Mathieu Eugene, Julissa Ferreras,
Darlene Mealy and Michael C. Nelson for inviting me to submit testimony at this hearing to
discuss the importance of counting incarcerated people in New York State as residents of the
county in which they reside prior to incarceration, rather than as residents of the county in which
they are detained.

I very much appreciate the Committee holding this hearing as Resolution 190-2006 calls on the
State Legislature to pass a bill that I introduced in the New York State Senate (5.1633) that
would bring the state’s practice into compliance with the state constitution. The bill, sponsored
by Assemblymember Espaillat in the Assembly, would require New York to correct the
inaccurate population data that results from the Census Bureau’s practice of counting prisoners
as residents of prison communities. Thirteen counties in New York State already correct the data,
but many other counties are unaware of the democratic distortion or the fact that they are
permitted to alter Census data. '

Last session, 1 was proud to take the lead on the floor debate and in negotiations with the
Assembly and Governor’s office on the passage of the historic reforms to the Rockefeller Drug
Laws. Undeniably, we took a significant step away from the ineffective war on drugs that has
over-incarcerated and under-treated tens of thousands of people with substance abuse issues in
New York State. But Rockefeller Reform must be a beginning and not an end to reforming our
criminal justice system. Passing this resolution through the New York City Council will impact
tremendously our ability to move this bill at the State level and further address inequities created
by the confluence of our criminal justice system and redistricting.

According to a report conducted by the Prison Policy Initiative, Importing Constituents:
Prisoners and Political Clout in New York, seven New York state senatorial districts met
minimum population size requirements only because they included large prisons in the
population total. The actual voting residents in these seven districts have inequitably inflated
voting power relative to the inhabitants of the rest of the state.

This practice creates a perverse incentive for those elected officials who represent those prison
districts to support the mandatory minimum sentences and harsh drug laws that have kept prisons
full and devastated urban communities. In the meantime, the voting power of the people in the
largely poor and minority communities those prisoners come from is diluted, making it more
difficult for those communities to advocate for the resources and services all everyone needs to
better their lives and end the cycle of poverty and crime.

Counting prisoners at their pre-incarceration address is essential for compliance with the "One
Person, One Vote" rulings of the Supreme Court, which require that legislative districts at every
level of government contain equal numbers of residents in order to ensure fair and equal
representation for all. '



Currently, the Census Bureau includes everyone housed in federal, state, and local prisons in its
count of the general population of the Census block that contains the prison. State law, however,
defines residence as the place where one voluntarily lives. Many states also have constitutional
clauses or election law statutes that explicitly declare that incarceration does not change a
residence. Prisoners therefore remain legal residents of their pre-incarceration addresses, and in
situations where they retain voting rights, they send absentee ballots to their home districts.
Unfortunately, the current census methodology disregards this, instead counting a significant
proportion of our national population in the wrong place. Crediting the population of prisoners to
the Census block where they are temporarily and involuntarily held creates electoral inequities at
all levels of government.

For example, 65% of state prisoners in New York are from New York City, yet virtually all of
these state prisoners are incarcerated in far-flung rural areas. Many rural communities have their
local votes diluted as well. Most counties, cities, and towns use federal census data to draw their
local legislative district and ward boundaries. St. Lawrence County, in northern New York, drew
legislative districts with Census 2000 data that included more than 3,000 people in three
correctional facilities as if they were actual residents of two small towns, Ogdensburg and
Gouverneur. The increased voting power of Ogdensburg and Gouverneur residents diluted the
votes of the many St. Lawrence County residents who do not live near those prisons. This
inequity created a long-running and disruptive controversy in St. Lawrence, and a petition
opposing the unequal representation gathered more than 2,000 signatures.

In neighboring Franklin County, to ensure equal representation and avoid creating a legislative
district consisting mostly of prisoners, legislators subtracted the prison population from the
official count. Franklin and other rural counties would be spared time, expense, and painstaking
work if the federal census identified prisoners as residents of their legal pre-incarceration
communities.

Every decade, states use federal census data to update their legislative district boundaries. The
goal 1s to ensure that each district contains the same population, as required by the federal
constitution’s “one-person, one-vote” rule. The Census Bureau counts people in prison where
their bodies are located on census day, not where they come from and where they will return, on
average, 34 months later. The Bureau’s current practice made sense before prison populations
became large enough to distort democracy. However, more people now live in prison than our
three least populous states combined, and African Americans are imprisoned at 7 times the rate
of whites. Today, this Census practice undermines the rule of law.

In order to correct this practice before redistricting in 2011, we need to sign into law, as early as
possible in the 2010 session, the bill Assemblymember Espaillat and I introduced.

Thank you for shedding light on this critical issue, and for advancing this resolution. I look
forward to working with you to advance this issue. Please do not hesitate to contact me should
you have any further questions.



g and lts consequences Our membersh1p is clearly 1mpacted For example,
. approx1mately 25% of New Yorkers living with HIV/AIDS spend at least one night
incarcerated every year More directly, the war on drugs ~ and, more accurately, the

The current pohcy of countmg prison inmates where they are incarcerated instead
of their. home‘communmes for the purposes of political redistricting is deeply

L whlle conﬁned in any pubhc prlson

Prlson-bas ‘ gerrymanderlng also recalls the notorious three-fifth’s clause written

" -into our nation’s const1tut10n that explicitly defined African Americans as less than

L slaves

human But bled southern states to increase their political power by counting
fifths ofa person when drawing federal House districts without

'grantlng slaves politlcal representatwn or any citizenship rights. In New York




today, prlson-based gerrymandermg enables conservative legislators to count
prison. inmates towards:their constituencies in electoral districts even though they
. ‘have no: vot:ng rights or.common interest. At the same time, it diminishes the -

- political power of the communities where people who are 1ncarcerated come from
and where nearly alI will eventually return. : — :

o Prlson-based gerrymandermg has the effect of transferrlng pohtlcal power from _
communities-of color in urban areas to rural, predominantly white areas, New York
City re51dents represent 66% of the prison population and: 919% are. housed in -
upstate prlsons In: upstate New York, 30% of population growth in the 19905 was
~ attributable to- prlson inmates relocating there involuntarily. In our state’s. prlsons

and jails; ] Latlnos are 4. 5 times and Blacks are 9.4 times aslikely as whitestobe - .

mcarcerated accardmg to the Sentencing Project. The current policy creates a self-
perpetuatmg system of mass incarceration ~ those who draw political power from
- policies th; produce alarge prison population have no incentive to consider -
alternatlves ot solutions. Tssues that could reduce incarceration are ignored by |

: pohcymakers ‘who'benefit from the current system - fair drug policies; quality -
schools affordable housmg, 11V1ng wage jobs, accessible healthcare and so on

Accordlng to an. analy51s by Prlsoners of the Census, 7 New York Senate dlStl"lCtS
would: have to be redrawn if we adhered to our constitutional obligation to count

" inmates in: their home districts: After subtracting inmates, these upstate. dIStI'lCtS
. are under-populated beyond an acceptable deviation when drawing electoral

- districts: Prisoners of the Census also estimate that 69% of New York State's prison
. - cells are in Repubhcan Assembly Districts and 98%.of NY's prison cells are in.

. Repubhcan Senate Districts. One example is Senator Dale Volcker, who hasbeenan
- outspoken critic of Rockefeller Drug Law reform as the former Chair. and current
'Ranking Republlcan on the Senate Codes Committee. His dlstrlct relies.on nearly
9,000 prison inmates. It's time conservative politicians in upstate New York stop
usmg Black and Latlno inmates to unjustly exaggerate their polrtlcal power B

Extenswe 1nformatlon about the impact of prison-based gerrymanderlng in New
York as_w 1l as medla coverage is avallable through Prisoners of the Census at

. The solutlon, as outhned in Resqutlon 2009-1758 and proposed Resolutlon 190-A
isto countinmates in their home communities rather than where they are o
lncarcerated for the purposes of drawing electoral’ districts. ' :

Thank you

: Contact Informatlon Sean Barry | barry@nycahn org | 646. 373 3344
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